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October 2025 Newsletter 

Message from the IARHC President 

Dear IARHC Members: 

The IARHC Board has been remarkably busy over the last 3 months. We know there is much 
uncertainty when it comes to legislative issues both state-wide and nationally, and we, as a 
Board, want to make sure that you receive as much information as possible as it relates to 
the ever-changing rural healthcare landscape. 

Since August we have provided several webinars to our members on topics that you have 
requested. We look forward to bringing you more opportunities like this going forward. 

Thank you for being a part of IARHC.  

Warm regards, 

Jillissa Chvala 
Board President 
Iowa Association of Rural Health Clinics  

 
 
Save the Date – IARHC 2026 Spring Conference  
IARHC will be hosting its annual Spring Conference on April 16, 2026. Please mark your 
calendars for the 1-day event. The location is TBD but will probably take place in the greater 
Des Moines metro. 
 
The format will be like last year’s event with numerous speakers and breakouts sessions for 
networking. If you have suggestions for specific topics to be covered, please contact Sheri 
at info@iarhc.org. Stay tuned for more information in early 2026! 
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2025 Webinar Highlights 

The IARHC Board has worked diligently to provide its members with webinar opportunities 
in 2025. The following is a summary of webinars: 
 

 August 27 – Preventative Services in the RHC – moderated by Charles James 
 September 24 – Unbundling Maternity Billing from Iowa Medicaid – moderated by 

Becki Wedemeier, RN, Iowa Medicaid Medical Policy Manager 
 October 29 – Preparing for a Survey – moderated by Kate Hill, RN, The Compliance 

Team 
 Upcoming December 17 – H.R. 1’s Impact on Iowa RHCs – moderated by Sarah 

Hohman, Director of Government AƯairs, NARHC. 
 
If you have suggestions for additional webinars, please contact Sheri at info@iarhc.org. 
 

2026 Needs Assessment Results 

Needs Assessment Results – Each September we asked the IARHC membership to 
participate in the completion of a survey to provide required feedback to Iowa Grants. We 
receive funding support for IARHC through them. Please find the results of the survey at the 
end of this Newsletter. 
 

Legislative Report - RHC Regulatory Reduction Bills 

In September, IARHC was approached by NARHC to provide an organizational 
endorsement for three elements to the RHC Burden Reduction Act. Those elements 
included: 

 Rural Behavioral Health Improvement Act – to remove arbitrary 49% threshold on 
the amount of behavioral health services that RHCs can provide. 

 Modernizing Rural PA and NP Utilization Act – to update RHC physician supervision 
requirements by aligning them with state scope of practice laws. 

 Rural Health Clinic Location Modernization Act – to update the RHC statute to fix an 
issue caused by the 2020 Census, ensuring that areas of less than 50,000 remain 
eligible for RHC status.  

 

Contact Us 
 
Questions? Ideas you want to share. Feel free to reach out to staƯ at info@iarhc.org. Or you 
can reach out to your colleagues by posting a question on the IARHC Listserv. Simply send 
an email to iarhcmembers@simplelists.com. This listserv gives you access to the current 
IARHC membership – use it as a tool learn from each other. 
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